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WATER LINE EXTENSIONS 

 
1. The water transmission mains of the District may be extended upon approval of the 

Board of Trustees in any of the following means: 

a. By the District pursuant to R.C. § 6119.06; 

b. By a Property owner, group of Property owners or a developer in relation to one, or 
more, Property/Properties. 

2. Extensions by the District 

a. The District may extend any water transmission main by use of its own funds. In 
the event of such an extension, the Board of Trustees may establish a 
nonparticipation fee to be paid by any Property owner seeking a Service 
Connection to such main, together with the District’s standard connection fee. A 
non-participating fee established under this section shall be reduced by 50% 
seven years after the date of the General Manager’s certification of completion of 
the extension. The fee will fully expire after fourteen years. Any non-participating 
fee obligations already in effect on the effective date of this Regulation shall expire 
after a period of twenty years from the date of the original project certification of 
completion. 

b. SPECIAL ASSESSMENT PROJECTS – Pursuant to R.C. § 6119.46, the Board of 
Trustees may declare the necessity of constructing water main extensions, to be 
paid in whole, or in part, by special assessments upon abutting, adjacent, 
contiguous or other specially benefitted Properties. 

i. A Property owner who is interested in commencement of such a project may 
contact the District and request that a preliminary study be conducted to 
determine the feasibility, and the estimated costs, of constructing such a 
project within a defined water improvement area. If the project is constructed, 
the costs of conducting the preliminary study will be treated as a project cost. 

ii. Upon completion of such study, the District shall report its findings to the 
Property owner who requested the study. If the Property owner is interested 
in circulating petitions based upon such study, the District shall prepare a 
form of petition to be used to solicit public support for the proposed project. 
Such form shall be substantially in accordance with the petition form attached 
to this Regulation. 

iii. A copy of the preliminary study report prepared by the District shall be made 
available for review by any Property owner who is solicited to sign a petition 
concerning any water main extension. A petition shall only be signed by the 
owner of an affected Property. If there is more than one owner of an affected 
Property, any one of the owners may sign the petition on behalf of the other 



 

owners. If a signature is illegible, the signer shall print his/her name below the 
signature. 

iv. Once a Property owner has signed a petition indicating support of the 
proposed project, the District will assume that person continues to support 
the project until that person subsequently submits an objection to the project 
in writing to the Secretary of the District’s Board of Trustees. 

v. Once the proponents of the project have completed (to the proponents’ 
satisfaction) their canvas of the project area, the petition(s) in support of the 
project shall be submitted to the District for review. The District shall check 
such petition(s) against currently available records of Property ownership, as 
maintained by the applicable county auditor, to determine whether a majority 
of the owners of the affected Properties have signed the petition(s). 

vi. If the petition(s) appear to indicate a majority of support for the proposed 
project, the petition(s) shall be presented to the Board of Trustees for a 
determination of whether the Board wishes to continue to consider the 
proposed project. If the Board decides to continue to consider the proposed 
project, the Board shall consider legislation to define the water improvement 
area and to schedule a public hearing concerning the proposed project. 

vii. If the Board schedules a public meeting concerning a proposed project, the 
General Manager shall make reasonable efforts to provide notice of such 
public meeting to all affected Property owners. Such reasonable efforts shall 
generally include the mailing, by regular mail, of a notice of the date, time and 
place of the meeting to each affected Property owner, and a public 
announcement of the date, time and place of the meeting. 

viii. At a public meeting concerning a proposed project, the District’s staff shall 
explain the scope and estimated costs of the proposed project, and shall 
answer questions from affected Property owners concerning the proposed 
project. A list of the proposed tentative assessments concerning the project 
should also be made available for review at the meeting. 

ix. Following the public meeting, the Board of Trustees shall establish the date 
by which any affected Property owner who signed the petition(s) in support of 
the proposed project may indicate, in writing, to the District that he/she no 
longer supports the project; or by which any affected Property owner, who did 
not sign a petition, may indicate, in writing, his/her support for, or objection to, 
the project. 

x. Following the public meeting, the Board of Trustees shall determine the date 
on which it will consider a resolution, under R.C. § 6119.46, to determine 
whether the construction of the proposed project is necessary to promote the 
public health, safety, convenience or welfare of the project area. The 
Secretary of the Board of Trustees shall cause notice of such meeting to be 
published once in a newspaper of general circulation within the District, and 
shall mail, by certified mail, notice of the date, time and place of the meeting 
to each affected Property owner. Such notice shall also include a notification 



 

that the project will be financed in whole or in part by special assessments 
and that all owners of Property not located in an agricultural district estab-
lished under R.C §929.02 may be subject to a special assessment. In 
preparing such mailing, the ownership records of the appropriate county 
auditor shall be used, unless the District has actual knowledge of ownership 
information which conflicts with the auditor’s records. 

xi. At such meeting, the Board of Trustees shall consider the recommendation of 
the General Manager, or other staff, and any oral or written statements, either 
in support of, or in opposition to, the project, by any Property owner subject to 
an assessment. Upon consideration thereof, the Board of Trustees shall 
decide whether to adopt a resolution, under R.C. § 6119.46, to determine 
whether the construction of the proposed project is necessary to promote the 
public health, safety, convenience or welfare of the project area. In 
determining the necessity of such project, the Board will consider whether a 
majority of affected Property owners, or affected parcels, support the project, 
however majority of support is only one factor to be considered. In exercising 
its discretion under R.C. § 6119.46, the Board of Trustees may consider any 
factors or information which the Board determines to be relevant to its 
decision. 

xii. If, pursuant to R.C. § 6119.46, the Board of Trustees adopts a resolution 
declaring the necessity of the project, notice of the adoption of such 
resolution, and of a Property owner’s right to object to his/her tentative 
assessment, or to file a claim for damages, shall be published once in a 
newspaper of general circulation within the District, and shall be mailed, by 
certified mail, to each affected Property owner. Pursuant to R.C. §6119.47, 
such notice shall be mailed to the affected owners either: 

(1) at the addresses to which tax bills are sent as reflected in the records of 
the appropriate county auditor; and 

(2) to any other address for any owner of which the District has actual 
knowledge. 

xiii. Upon adopting a resolution declaring the necessity of the project, the Board 
of Trustees shall also adopt a resolution stating its intention to advance funds 
of the District for construction of the project improvements, and to reimburse 
the treasury of the District for such funds advanced from either assessments 
paid by affected Property owners, or the proceeds of water resource revenue 
bonds, or notes, to which any unpaid assessments are pledged. The District 
shall also retain the authority, as otherwise provided by law, to pay the costs 
of construction through the issuance of notes in anticipation of receipt of 
either assessments paid by affected Property owners, or the proceeds of 
water resource revenue bonds, or notes, to which any unpaid assessments 
are pledged, and to treat any interest which accrues, or is paid, on such notes 
as a cost of the project for purposes of determining the amounts of the final 
assessments. 



 

xiv. If any owner(s) file(s) an objection to the assessment against his/her lot or 
parcel (R.C. §6119.48), the General Manager shall review the objections, and 
the circumstances thereof, and make any recommendations to the Board of 
Trustees for appropriate adjustments to the tentative assessments so as to 
resolve the objection with the consent of the owner; the Board of Trustees will 
consider such recommendations and make such adjustments to the tentative 
assessments as it deems appropriate. If any objections remain unresolved, 
the Board of Trustees shall, pursuant to R.C. §6119.49, appoint an 
assessment equalization board, consisting of three disinterested Customers 
of the District, to hear such objections and to make a report to the Board of 
Trustees concerning its recommendation as to any modifications to be made 
to the tentative assessments, approved by the Board of Trustees, so as to 
equalize the assessments. In hearing such objections, the assessment 
equalization board shall limit its consideration to special circumstances, 
affecting a particular lot or parcel, which diminish the benefit expected to be 
conferred on that lot or parcel by construction of the project improvements. 
Upon receipt of such report, the Board of Trustees shall consider the same in 
accordance with R.C. §6119.49. 

xv. Following resolution of any objections, and any claims for damages filed in 
accordance with R.C. §6119.50, the Board of Trustees shall consider, in 
accordance with R.C. §6119.51, the adoption of a resolution determining to 
proceed with the project. 

xvi. If the Board of Trustees declares its intention to proceed with the project, 
engineering design of the project improvements shall be completed to 
develop final plans, specifications and bid documents, and the project shall 
be constructed in accordance with law. In the event that construction bids 
received by the District exceed the preliminary estimates of costs so that the 
final assessment to any affected Property owner(s) would be estimated to 
increase by more than 10%, the District may either: 

(1) Re-bid the project if, after consultation with its engineers, it is determined 
to be reasonably likely that more favorable bids may be obtained; or 

(2) Schedule an additional public meeting, with notice to affected Property 
owners, to receive public input as to whether the project should proceed 
despite such increase in cost. After receiving any such input, the Board of 
Trustees shall either: 

(a) award the contract for construction of the project improvements in 
accordance with law; or  

(b) reject all bids, and either: 

(i) request new bids; or 

(ii) adopt a resolution rescinding the resolution previously adopted 
under R.C. §6119.51, and declaring that it no longer intends to 
proceed with such project. 



 

xvii. Upon substantial completion of the improvements, or at such earlier time as 
the General Manager is able to accurately ascertain the costs of construction 
to be assessed against the benefitted Properties, the Board of Trustees shall, 
by resolution, make any required adjustments in the tentative assessments 
as provided in R.C. §6119.52, and shall adopt the final assessments. Such 
resolution shall also fix the date by which such assessment shall be paid. 
Notice of the adoption of the final assessments shall be published as 
provided by R.C. §6119.52, and mailed, by certified mail, to the affected 
owners either: 

(1) at the addresses to which tax bills are sent as reflected in the records of 
the appropriate county auditor; and 

(2) to any other address for any owner of which the District has actual 
knowledge. 

xviii. The foregoing provisions are intended to document and clarify the 
procedures which the District, and the Board of Trustees, intend to follow in 
regards to water line extension projects which are intended to be financed in 
whole, or in part, by special assessments against Properties benefitted by 
such a project. Nothing contained herein shall be construed to alter, expand 
or limit the authority, and discretion, of the Board of Trustees, in regards to 
such a project, as provided in R.C. Chapter 6119. The Board may modify any 
of the foregoing provisions at any time, and the failure of the District, or the 
Board of Trustees, to follow any such procedure shall not affect the validity of 
any action take by the Board of Trustees pursuant to its authority under R.C. 
Chapter 6119. 

xix. Any assessment, or any portion thereof, which is not paid by the date fixed by 
the Board of Trustees, shall be certified to the appropriate county auditor for 
placement upon the tax list and duplicate in accordance with law. 

3. Owner/Developer Installed Extensions 

a. An owner/developer of Property wishing to extend a District water main to serve 
one, or more, parcel(s) of Property, or a subdivision thereof, shall make application 
to the District for a permit to install the water main extension.  

i. Such application shall be on a form approved by the General Manager.  

ii. The applicant shall provide the District with engineer certified plans for the 
water main extension, except that the District may waive this requirement in 
regards to short extensions (generally less than 400 feet) to serve Properties 
fronting on existing public, or private, roadways.  

iii. The applicant shall provide such other information as is requested by the 
General Manager or his designee. 

b. Unless otherwise approved by the Board of Trustees, such application shall meet 
at least the following requirements: 

i. The size of pipe installed for such extension shall be not less than the greater 
of: 



 

(1) 6"; or 

(2) The size of the pipe to which the extension would be connected. 

ii. Such main shall be extended across the entire road frontage for the 
Properties to be served by the extension. 

iii. All materials to be used in connection with the extension shall meet or exceed 
material standards prescribed by the District. 

iv. Applicant shall agree to reimburse the District for its costs of providing an 
inspector for installation of the water main. 

v. Applicant shall provide properly executed easement form(s), as prescribed by 
the District. 

vi. The main, as extended, shall be capable of supplying water pressure, to all 
portions of the structure(s) to be served, of not less than 30 psi. 

vii. In the event that pressure in the main, at any Meter Facility on the extension, 
would exceed 80 psi, Applicant agrees to install appropriate 
pressure-reducing equipment to protect the plumbing in the structure(s) to be 
served by the extension. 

viii. Applicant shall affirmatively state that, upon the General Manager’s 
certification that the main extension has been constructed in accordance with 
the permit to install, the extended main shall be deemed to have been 
dedicated to the District, subject to applicant’s obligation, for one year after 
the extension is placed in service, to maintain and repair the main extension if 
it should fail to perform according to the standards of the District. 

c. In the event that the application meets such minimum requirements, and such 
other requirements as may be prescribed by the General Manager, a permit to 
install may be issued to the applicant for extension of the water main. Such permit 
shall contain a statement of any conditions which the General Manager deems 
necessary to protect the District. 

d. In the event that the application fails to meet any of such minimum requirements, 
the General Manager shall present the application to the Board of Trustees to 
consider whether any variance will be allowed from such minimum requirements 
and whether any conditions should be placed upon the approval of the application 
with such variance. The Board of Trustees may also deny the application in its 
entirety. 

i. In the event that the application is conditionally granted with variances from 
minimum requirements, the General Manager shall issue a permit to install to 
the applicant; such permit shall contain a statement of the conditions which 
have been required by the Board of Trustees. 

ii. In the event that the Board of Trustees decides to deny the application in its 
entirety, the applicant shall be given written notice of the action of the Board 
of Trustees.  



 

e. Upon issuance of the permit to install, no work to install the extension shall be 
performed without advance notice to the District so that the District can arrange for 
its inspector to be present during such work. 

f. Upon completion of the installation of the extension, the applicant shall certify to 
the District that: 

i. The extension has been installed in accordance with the terms and conditions 
contained in permit to install; 

ii. Applicant has fully paid all costs for material and labor involved in 
construction of the extension, and agrees to indemnify, and hold harmless, 
the District against any and all claims in connection with the extension; 

iii. The extension is ready to be placed in service. 

g. If the General Manager is satisfied that the representations of the applicant 
concerning completion of the extension are accurate, the General Manager shall 
certify that the extension has been constructed in accordance with the permit to 
install.  

i. If weather conditions prevent final grading and clean-up in relation to the 
extension, the General Manager may allow the extension to be placed in 
service, but he shall defer certifying completion of the extension until final 
clean-up in completed. 

ii. If certification of completion is deferred by the General Manager, the 
commencement of the applicant’s one-year maintenance period shall be 
deferred until the actual date of the General Manager’s certification of 
completion. 

h. In the event that the installation of the extension shall make water service available 
to any Property, the owner of which did not contribute to the cost of construction of 
the extension, those persons who did participate in the cost of construction 
(Developers) will be reimbursed for any consumer tap by a non-participating owner 
within the termini of the line extension.   

i. Such right of reimbursement shall be personal to the Developers and may not 
be transferred to any other person (except, if Developers are individuals, a 
spouse of a Developer) or entity. 

ii. Upon the General Manager’s certification of completion of the extension, the 
Developers shall certify to the District the total construction costs and the 
amount contributed to that cost by each of the Developers; the District 
reserves the right to verify the costs so certified and to require such 
documentation as it deems appropriate.  Based upon the certification, and 
the District’s estimate of the probable future connections to the extension, the 
amount to be paid for reimbursement will be established by the District. 

iii. Reimbursement shall not be made for any other water main extension 
connecting to the extension installed by the Developers. 



 

iv. Except as otherwise provided herein, the District will not permit any consumer 
tap to the extension unless the non-participating owner pays, in addition to 
the District's usual and customary connection fees, a sum equal to the 
reimbursement amount which will be due to the Developers under the terms 
of this Regulation. 

v. The right of reimbursement will not be applicable to any connection to serve 
Property either: 

(1) owned by any of the Developers at the time of construction of the 
improvement; or 

(2) intended by the Developers to be benefitted by the extension. 

vi. Within thirty days after the end of each calendar quarter, the District will 
distribute any reimbursement amounts received during that quarter.  These 
amounts will be distributed among the Developers in proportion to their 
contribution to the original construction costs. 

vii. The Developers reimbursement rights shall terminate upon the earliest 
occurrence of any one of the following conditions: 

(1) The expiration of seven years after the date of the General Manager’s 
certification of completion of the extension. 

(2) The Developers’ receipt of reimbursement amounts equal to the original 
construction cost of the extension paid by the Developers. 

(3) The District determines that the extension has reached its capacity, 
whether due to direct taps to the extension or to other extensions 
connected thereto.  If the District decides to upgrade the extension to 
increase capacity, the Developers’ reimbursement rights shall be 
inapplicable even if further consumer connections occur within the original 
termini of the extension. 
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